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The Gap of Dunloe contains over 300 routes spread across more than a dozen crags. 
The rock is very high quality red sandstone and tends to form steep faces that are 
crossed with horizontal breaks. 

The climbing is generally steep with good holds. The abundance of parallel cracks and 
breaks make a good selection of cams almost indispensable. Double ropes are useful, 
especially on the longer pitches, they are also required for most of the abseil descents.

conditions

The majority of the routes are on the west side of the valley which gets the sun earlier 
in the day. The valley shelters the crags from the prevailing wind and seepage isn’t a 
much of a problem so the Gap is a good option during the colder, damper months.

Directions

From Killarney take the n72 west. After 6km turn left (signposted ‘Gap of Dunloe’). 
After another 4km turn left again (signposted ‘Gap of Dunloe’) following the road past 
Kate Kearney’s pub.

During the summer months, when the Gap is busy with horse-drawn carts carrying 
tourists, you should park in Kate’s carpark and walk up the road. The rest of the year 
you can drive, there is room for a few cars on the grass verge just past Brennan’s 
Leap, if this is full then park on the left side of the road just past the bridge.

FACING PAGE Climbers on the first pitch of Kudos (see page 117).
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céim

This small crag is godsend on windy, damp days as it’s very sheltered, however avoid 
it during the summer when it’s a haven for the midge. From the road cross the river on 
stepping stones and follow the grassy track towards the wooded hill. Pass the derelict 
house and walk down the steep grassy slope, the crag is on your left.

1 Moondance VS 4c      15m

nice climbing up the centre of the crag. A gift at VS compared to Titanic.
D. Tagney, A. Forde 12/10/1994

2 The Great War HVS 5a      15m

Climb the slab and finish via the small roof.
R. Stack, G.Stack 11/11/1990

3 Titanic VS 4b       12m

The short but steep hand crack. Take!
M Shea, P. Cuff Summer 1985

A Cuff’s Crap VS 4c
B The Black Stuff HVS 5a
C Sean Nós HVS 5a
D Miss Piggy VS 4c
E The Prodigal Son HVS 5a

A B

C

D E
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Bothán

A good crag with fine views over the valley. It’s exposed to the wind so dries quickly 
and gets the sun later in the day. To get there cross the stile immediately after the 
bridge and follow a vague path up to the crag. 

1 Agent Orange HS 4b     15m

Climb a short left facing corner to a small ledge then follow the corner just to the right 
moving right around the overlap just below the top.
I. Counihan, A. Forde 15/09/1990

2 Private Investigations VS 4c    20m

Climb directly up to the higher vegetated ledge. Finish up the wall above. 
C. Moriarty, M. Shea August 1986

3 Ljubljana E1 5c      20m

A great line through the roof, finishing up the blunt arete.
R. Stack, B. Forde 03/08/1991

4 Disco Legs E3 5c      20m

A direct line, sustained but well protected.
P. Hoy 04/09/1999

5 Raven VS 4b      20m

A great route. An awkward start up the chimney leads to a good ledge on the left. 
Traverse left across the ledge to the vertical crack and follow this to the top. See photo 
on facing page.
C. Moriarty, K. Tarrant 1985

FACING PAGE Rory Dalton on Raven. Photo by Richard Creagh.
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FAill ceoil

An impressive section of cliff, dominated by the huge roof. Follow vague paths from 
the bridge or Brennan’s Leap to the base of The High Buttress and continue south 
across the slope before scrambling steeply up to the left side of the crag. Abseil from 
the bolts above The Sign and Meltdown (two 50m ropes required) or descend on foot 
via the heather slopes to the north.

1 The Sign E5 6a      55m

An impressive line through the large roof that dominates the crag.
p1 25m Poorly protected. Climb a direct line towards the left end of the roof. Belay 
on the large block.  
p2 10m Move up from the ledge for a few moves before wildly campus (or aid at A2) 
out right along the overlap to belay at the lip of the roof. The in-situ pegs may be less 
than trustworthy.
p3 25m Climb the wall directly following a crack through the overlaps.
C. Moriarty, M. Shea 05/08/1990 
FFA S. Villanueva O’Driscoll, K. Power, E. Kennedy 17/04/2010

2 Meltdown HVS (5a,5b)      45m

A stunning route, with a wild first pitch and steep juggy crux on the second. Carry 
plenty of cams.
p1 23m Follow the corner on the right of the face to a roof, traverse right to a ledge 
and continue diagonally right to belay at the small ledge (small to medium cams).
p2 22m Follow a fairly direct line up the face through a weakness in the overlap to a 
bolted belay.
A. Forde, A. Devlin April 1986

3 Kudos VS (4c,4c)      50m

Brilliant, one of the few easier multi-pitch routes in the Gap.
p1 25m Start as for Meltdown. After 3m move right to a ledge. Traverse right across 
the slab to a crack and corner, climb this to beneath the overlap. Step left and then 
right under the square overlap. Move up and left to the Meltdown belay.
p2 25m Climb the wall heading for the base of the corner, passing a small wedged 
block en route. Follow the corner to the overhang that crosses the face. Move right 
and then up and left to good holds. Follow a curving ramp on the right to finish just left 
of the protruding block on the skyline. 
A. Forde, I. Sheahan 13/07/1996

4 Bosch E1 5b       25m

The first pitch is a good alternative start to Meltdown. Climb a slightly left-trending 
crack line before stepping up and right to a corner/crack system which trends slightly 
right. Follow this to the large ledge and a tree belay.
A. Forde, R. Stack 04/10/1997

Gap of Dunloe
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the hiGh ButtRess

Abseil from the bolts at the top of Scairbhin (two 50m ropes required).

1 Jamaica Plain HVS (5a,5a,4b,5a)    70m

p1 30m Follow the corner system moving slightly left and then right, climb a corner 
to a large ledge below a off-width crack. Belay here. 
p2 7m Climb the off-width and move left to a large ledge with a holly tree. 
p3 20m Climb the left side of the buttress to Burnt Ledge. 
p4 13m Start on the left hand edge of the face, climb to the prominent corner with a 
wide? crack, climb about 1m right of the crack to the top (crux).
A. Forde, M Shea 1985

2 Seventh Heaven E1 (4c,5b)     60m

A good route despite the awkward start.
p1 25m Start at the small tree. Climb the corner, initially over large overhanging 
blocks then beyond a little to where it runs out. Belay under the off-width crack. 
p2 25m Follow the off-width (that is shared with Jamaica Plain) to the roof, traverse 
right under the roof to a ledge (protected by small cams). From the far end of the 
ledge, climb directly up to Burnt Ledge.
G.Sexton, C. Moriarty 25/08/1990

3 The Unforgettable Fire HVS (4c,5a,5a,4b)   73m

p1 20m Follow the crack through the overlap to a large grassy ledge.
p2 20m Traverse right along the ramp and around the corner and slightly down to a 
shallow steep groove follow this to a large block ledge. Belay here (large hex). 
p3 20m Traverse the ledge over the main roof. Mid way along, climb the wall 
between two parallel cracks to the ledge, emerging just right of a large boulder. 
p4 13m Climb directly up the wall through the weakness in the overhang.
C. Moriarty, M. Shea February 1986

4 Scairbhin E1 (5a,5b)     40m 

Two excellent pitches.
p1 20m Start 5m right of The unforgettable Fire beneath a square cut groove. Climb 
the groove and exit slightly right over blocks. Continue directly but more easily over 
large blocks to a belay beneath the next wall (large cam/hex useful). 
p2 20m Climb the faint groove to a ledge above a small tree. Continue up left of a 
dubious flake, through a slight overhang to easier ground and chain belay.
C. Moriarty, M Shea 08/09/1990

5 Bimbi Limbo VS (4b,4c)      50m

p1 20m Step up left onto a ledge on the face. Climb up over blocks and ledges just 
left of the arete to a slab beneath some overhanging blocks. Avoid the blocks by going 
right, up into a short corner. Climb out of the corner over a bulge on the left (crux) to a 
spacious belay ledge.
p2 12m  Climb the arete starting via a tiny ramp on its right. 
A. Forde, R. Stack 18/06/1991

Gap of Dunloe
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póiRse Gully

The steep wall that forms the north side of the gully left of the Main Face has plenty of 
excellent routes, especially at E1 and above. Descend via the gully.

1 Life In Windy Weather E1 5b     25m

Start at an alcove on the left of the north wall in the middle of Póirse Gully. Climb 
through the alcove and the overhang above it. Finish through the corner above. 
A. Forde, N. Gregory 30/04/1990

2 The Stoop E2 5c       30m

A fantastic pitch! Start under the block in the overhang. Climb directly up to the right 
edge of the block wedged under the overhang. Traverse left under the block, to a 
good rest. Then move right onto the face above the overhang and straight to the top.
A. Forde, R. Stack 07/05/1995

3 Air Time E5 6a       30m

Brilliant climbing, good gear. Start as for The Stoop but head for the higher right hand 
roof. Arrange gear before going left under the overhang (hard) and finish straight up 
the headwall above.
S. Hennessey ???

4 Echo Beach E1 (4c,5c)     30m

p1 10m Start as for The Stoop. Climb diagonally up and right to Peregrine Ledge. 
p2 20m Climb the arete from the ledge, turning the overhang above on the left 
before finishing over two easy benches. 
A. Forde, J. Price 1985

5 Sun Dogs E1 (5b,5c)     30m

p1 10m Climb the shallow steep groove just left of the cave. Climb straight up to 
Peregrine Ledge. Belay here. Protection is poor on the first pitch. 
p2 20m Start 2m right of P2 of Echo Beach (where the overhang 2m above fades 
out). Climb from the ledge to a vertical crack and then to a breach in the first small 
overhang, move slightly left and over the top overhang. 
R. Stack, A. Forde 05/05/1995

6 Thank You Ivan, Thank You Lord HVS 5b    15m

Start on Peregrine Ledge at the large chockstone wedged between the face and the 
ledge and take a direct line to the top.
A. Forde, I. Counihan 30/04/1990

7 Red Dragon VS 4c      10m 

Approach Peregrine Ledge via the first pitch of Echo Beach and climb the right hand 
edge of the face to the top.
R. Stack, P. Costelloe 29/09/1991

FACING PAGE Michael Reardon on The Stoop. Photo by Damon Coroso.
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kestRel ButtRess

This buttress is at the top of Póirse Gully and contains the following routes. There are 
bolt for belaying at the top. Descend by scrambling down the gully.

1 Púncánach E1 5b     20m

Climb the prominent crack on the left of the buttress. 
A. Forde, I. Counihan March 1990

2 Bundánach E2 5c      20m

The direct line between Púncánach and Kestrel directly to the chains. Gear can be 
placed left of the line to protect the climbing before the first good break. 
S. Hennessey, J. Healy ???

3 Kestrel VS 4c      18m

Climb the striking arete on the right side of the face. Start from the large boulder. A 
good selection of cams is required.
C. Moriarty, D. Mulcahy 1985

Gap of Dunloe



126

1

3

4

Come to 
the Edge

2

Abseil point

Abseil point



127

the MAin FAce

The tall, clean Main Face has some of the best long routes in the Gap. Descend by 
abseiling from the bolts at the top of out of My Reach (two 50m ropes required).

1 P’U - Carraigs E2 (5b,5c)     30m

A great link-up of the best pitches of two routes.
p1 Start at the foot of the arête. Climb directly up for 2m then move left and up 
around a bulge to less steep ground. Continue up to the prow at half height. Step 
around this to a ledge on the right. Go straight up from here for 3m to regain the arete 
and follow it to the top.
p2 From the large ledge scramble left to the centre of the buttress above and left. 
Climb up a broken crack and through the breach in the overhangs. Strenuous.
P. Pritchard, A. Forde 07/04/1990

Come to the Edge E2 5b is a bold variation on the first pitch of P’U which follows the 
arete.

2 Out Of My Reach HVS (4c,5a)    45m

A popular route on the left side of the face to the right of the black water stain. The 
black water stain often seeps but dries quickly.
p1 10m Start from the top of a rock pedestal at the base of the wall. Move up and 
then diagonally right along a series of small ledges until you can go directly up to 
hanging blocks, pass these on the left to the ledge and tree belay. Protection poor.
p2 35m Start directly behind the tree. Climb directly up to a long shallow roof. Go 
around the RH end of the roof and then up and slightly left on edges to a small scoop, 
right over ledges and breaks to the high point of the buttress and the chains.
C. Moriarty, R. Gabbett 1985

3 The Overlap E3 6a     45m

A long, brilliant pitch. Start 20m to the right of out of my Reach. Climb directly up 
to the bottom of the overlap, continue up and left to a block at 15m and move up 
through the overhang via a groove and finish up easier ground. 
A. Forde, C. Moriarty 23/04/1990

4 Demasiado E1 5b     40m

A terrific route at the top of its grade. If you want to climb it in a single pitch with a a 
50m rope you will need to move left near the top to belay at the top of The overlap. 
Climb directly up to the base of the white wall and step right to a small ledge. Move up 
via two vertical cracks to a sloping ramp. Move right to a small ledge and then up and 
left to a small ledge (optional belay), beneath the overhang. From the ledge move left 
and then up to a large ledge on the left. Continue up to a right tending corner. Above 
this move up the face to a square-cut hole and up and right to finish. Belay slightly 
right.
A. Forde, I. Counihan 01/05/1990

Gap of Dunloe
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Rescue Rock

A popular area with some worthwhile shorter routes. Descend the heather slopes 
either side of the cliff or abseil from the bolts at the top of Quartz Movement.

1 Free at Last HVS 5a     10m

Bold climbing up the middle of the slab. The left side of the slab is Skyline Severe.
M. Shea, R. Stack 09/09/1990

2 Umbongo Severe      10m

The right arete. The wall to the right is tackled by The Crazy Horseman E3 6a.
Unknown 

3 Quartz Movement VS 4c     10m

Climb the right edge of the face. Rescue Rock Severe climbs the left side of the wall.
R. Stack, T. Long 04/05/1995

4 Mother Of Prague E1 5b/5c     20m

Climb the middle of the slab to the block. Move up and right into the groove. From the 
top of the groove traverse left along a slopey break and finish up the thin crack.
I. Counihan, M. Barry July 1990

5 Willie Wonka E2 5c/6a     20m

Climb the right side of the slab to the block and move up and right into the groove. 
Make hard moves through the overhang and continue directly to the top.
R. Stack, P. Costelloe 27/12/1989
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cARRAiG ceAnnAn

Good steep climbing. Seepage can be an issue, the rock needs a day or two to dry 
after heavy rain. Descend by abseiling from the bolts at the top of Cuchulainn.

1 Cuchulainn HVS 5a     30m

Tackles the steep crack that runs up the middle of the crag.
C. Moriarty, A. Forde July 1984

2 Ferdia HVS 5a      26m

From the start of Cuchulainn climb up and right into a corner, up this until forced right 
to a large ledge. Continue up the narrow chimney to the roof and turn awkwardly right 
again, and up into the final niche. Escape out left and up.
A. Forde, C. Moriarty July 1984

3 Bash on Regardless E2 5c     25m

Sustained. Climb the shallow groove right of the wide crack (Moloise HVS 5b) through 
the bulge and finish delicately up the face. Belay at the holly tree. Abseil off.
A. Forde, A. Devlin November 1985
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Brennan’s leap

A popular, accessible little crag. There are bolts for belaying about 5m back from the 
top. 

1 Cronin’s Crack HS 4b      10m

The line of least resistance up the centre of the crag. 
D. Maguire, P. Cronin 1967

2 Daffodils VS 4c       10m

The prominent left tending crack. 
A Forde, C. Moriarty 1984

3 Rush Hour HVS 5b      10m

nice climbing passing the overlap at mid-height.
R. Stack, C. Moriarty 09/07/1990

A Granuaile E1 5b
B Fat Boys Don’t Fall E1 5c
C Evening Falls VS 4c
D Movies HVS 4c
E Deadline E3 6a

FACING PAGE Brian Hall reaching for the top on Free At Last (see page 128). Photo by Richard Creagh.
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